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This effect is well documented for coyote populations in particular.? It has been shown that the
indiscriminate killing of coyotes increases their populations over time because it disrupts their social
structure, which encourages higher levels of breeding and migration.* Unexploited coyote populations
are self-regulating based on the availability of food and habitat and territorial defense by resident
family groups. Typically, only the dominant pair in a pack of coyotes reproduces, which behaviorally
suppresses reproduction among subordinate members of the group. But when one or both members
of the alpha pair are killed, other pairs will form and reproduce, lone coyotes move in to find mates,
coyotes breed at younger ages, litters are larger, and pup survival has been documented to be higher.
These factors work synergistically to increase coyote populations following exploitation events,® The
science is clear: randomly killing coyotes in contests does not reduce their populations. In fact, since
1850 when mass killings of coyotes began, the range of coyotes has tripled in the United States.®

State and county wildlife management agencies in Oregon and across the country have recognized that
killing contests do not control coyote population size. For example, Randy Comeleo, Program Advisor for
the Benton County Agriculture and Wildlife Protection Program, reviewed the relevant scientific
literature and concluded that “researchers found that as more predators [are] removed, more
livestock[are] killed.”” Commissioner Barbara Baker of the Washington State Fish and Wildlife
Commission observed that under “the North American Model of Wildlife Management . . . wildlife may
only be killed for a legitimate, non-frivolous purpose,”® and “killing for a game, or killing to win money, is
the definition of frivolous.” Director Kelly Susewind of the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
echoed this sentiment, noting, “part of my job, and frankly part of my soul, is to promote hunting, to get
our youth hunting, to really have this be a core piece of what our society supports. And frankly, that job
is a lot harder if we’re condoning these types of contests . .. .”? After reviewing a large body of scientific
and peer-reviewed literature, the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission determined: that
indiscriminate, lethal methods of controlling coyotes, such as bounties and harvest incentive programs,
are ineffective and counterproductive; that coyotes provide benefits to humans and ecosystems; and
that non-lethal measures are the best way to address conflicts with coyotes.’® Many other state wildlife
management agencies—including those in lllinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Missouri, New Hampshire,
Nevada, South Carolina, Tennessee, Washington, West Virginia, and Wyoming—have reached similar
conclusions.”

3 Id,; see also S.D. Gehrt, Chicago Coyotes part II, 11 Wildlife Control Technologies 20-21, 38-9, 42 (2004).
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S F.F. Knowlton. 1972, Preliminary interpretations of coyote population mechanics with some management implications. J.
Wildlife Management. 36:369-382.

¢ Robert Crabtree and Jennifer Sheldon, “Goyotes and Ganid Coexistence in Yellowstone,” in Carnivores in Ecosystems: The
Yellowstone Experience, ed. T. Clark et al.(New Haven (Conn.]: Yale University Press, 1999)

7 Randy Comeleo, “Using Goyotes to Protect Livestock. Wait. What?,” Oregon State University College of Agricultural
Sciences Small Farms Program (Spring 2018) (available at https://smallfarms.oregonstate.edu/using-coyotes-protect-
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# See The Humane Society of the United States, “Wildlife management professionals and hunters on wildlife killing contests
and predator control,” at 4 (available at https://www.humanesociety.org/sites/default/files/docs/HSUS_Statements-wildlife-
killing-contests.pdf).
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Coyotes, Louisiana Dept. of Wildlife & Fisheries Wildlife Division - Private Lands Program. Available at:
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https://wildlife.state.nh.us/wildlife/profiles/coyote.html; Nevada Dept. of Wildlife, Coyote. Available at:
http://www.ndow.org/Species/Furbearer/Coyote/; National Wildlife Control Training Program, Coyotes. Available at:
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Sincerely,

Kelly Peterson
Oregon Senior State Director
The Humane Society of the United States

Amy Stuart

Fish and Wildlife Biologist (retired)

Great Old Broads for Wilderness
Bitterbrush Broads & Bros Leadership Team

Sophia Ressler
Staff Attorney
Center for Biological Diversity

Wally Sykes
Co-Founder
Northeast Oregon Ecosystems

Adam Bronstein
Oregon/Nevada Director
Western Watersheds Project

Cary Smith
Program Specialist
Wildlife Land Trust

Cierra Buer, DVM

Oregon Director

Humane Society Veterinary Medical
Association

Lark Ranch Rescue and Rehabilitation

Danielle Moser
Wildlife Program Director
Oregon Wild

Johanna Hamburger
Director and Senior Attorney
Terrestrial Wildlife Program
Animal Welfare Institute

Nancy Warren
Executive Director
National Wolfwatcher Coalition

Brooks Fahy
Executive Director
Predator Defense

Renee Seacor
Carnivore Conservation Advocate
Project Coyote

John Rosapepe
Pacific Northwest Field Representative
Endangered Species Coalition

Sally Compton
Executive Director
Think Wild

Su Libby

Facilitator, PNW Wildlife Google Group
Cyndi Anderson

Willamette Valley Broadband Co-leader
Great Old Broads for Wilderness

Brian Posewitz
Founder/Director
Humane Voters Oregon

Quinn Read
Director of Conservation
Portland Audubon

Bethany Cotton
Conservation Director
Cascadia Wildlands

Jennifer Hauge
Legislative Affairs Manager
Animal Legal Defense Fund

Sristi Kamal
Deputy Director
Western Environmental Law Center

Sharon Harmon, CAWA
President and CEO
Oregon Humane Society
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Paula Kislak, DVM

Santa Barbara, CA
Nicole Paquette, JD
Washington, DC
Gwendy Reyes-llig, DVM
Milwaukie, OR
Meredith Rives, DVM
Evanston, IL
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Holly Cheever, DVM
Voorheesville, NY

Nicholas Dodman, BVMS,
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NSW, Australia

Brenda Forsythe, MD, PhD,
DVM, CAAB

Guadalupe, CA

Zarah Hedge, DVM, MPH,
DACVPM, DABVP

San Deigo, CA

Joann Lindenmayer, DVM, MPH
North Grafton, MA
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Erin Spencer, M.Ed,,
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Derry, NH

December 12, 2022

RE: VETERINARY PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT FOR A RULE TO PROHIBIT COYOTE
KILLING CONTESTS IN OREGON

Dear Chair Mary Wahl and Commissioners:

Veterinary profressionals are stewards of animal welfare. Within the scope of
our daily practice, we seek to minimize the pain and potential suffering that may
befall our patients.

In light of the animal welfare and ethical issues that arise from coyote killing
contests, we, the undersigned Oregon veterinary professionals, write in strong
support of a rule to prohibit these competitions statewide. Indiscriminately
killing unlimited numbers of coyotes for prizes and entertainment is
fundamentally inhumane.

It is difficult to imagine a more callous disregard for animal suffering than that
displayed during coyote killing contests, when participants vie for cash and
prizes for killing the most, the heaviest, or sometimes even the smallest coyotes
within a specified time period.

Coyote killing contests serve no purpose. They are done with disregard for
modern wildlife management science, which indicates that ecosystems are
disrupted when many animals in a localized area are indiscriminately removed.
Participants in the competitions claim they are aiding coyote population control.
However, wildlife science research shows that although numbers may
temporarily decline, coyotes ultimately experience an increase in their numbers
after such removal, resulting from decreased competition for mates and
resources, among other factors. The Oregon Fish and Wildlife Department has
found that, “Prevention is always the best medicine when it comes to avoiding,
minimizing or correcting problems with coyotes.”

Coyotes are valuable members of the wildlife community. ODFW says, “Coyotes
play an important role in the food chain by controlling mice, rats and other
rodents and scavenging on dead wildlife that otherwise could spread disease.” It
has noted that coyotes help reduce gopher and geese populations, which is
beneficial in urban areas and on agricultural lands, and that coyotes prey on
feral cats who harm songbird numbers.

The other cash-competitive blood sports involving animals, such as dogfighting
and cockfighting, are among the most condemned of all animal welfare
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violations nationally. Consequently, they have strong laws and penalties against them in all 50
states.

In summary, coyote killing contests are cruel, wasteful, and harmful to our ecosystems. They do
not reflect the values or wildlife appreciation enthusiasm of most Oregonians, nor do they
comport with our state’s ethical hunting principles of sportsmanship and fair chase. With this in
mind, we respectfully ask you to end these inhumane contests in Oregon.

We applaud and thank the Commissioners for continuing to evaluate the standards and
regulations with objective measures. We compel you to make the necessary changes to adhere
to the basic standards of animal welfare and conservancy.

Sincerely,

Cierra Buer, DVM, Powell Butte, Oregon
HSVMA Oregon State Representative

And the following Oregon veterinary professionals:

Maria Becket, Veterinary Technician, Grants Pass
Dr. Crystal Bloodworth, Veterinarian, Bend
Sarah Bowers, Veterinary Technician, LaPine
Savannah Bowles, Veterinary Student, Corvallis
Brianna Bryan, Veterinary Student, Colton
Diane Carpenter, Veterinary Technician, The Dalles
Dr. Laura Chang, Veterinary, Portland
Dr. Patricia DeVore, Veterinary Springfield
Dr. Heather Dillon, Veterinarian, Portland
Dr. Yuko Eguchi-Coe, Veterinarian, Corvallis
Dr. Kristi Ellis, Veterinarian, Gresham
Dr. Douglas Ferro, Veterinarian, Beavercreek
Dr. Nicole Forelich, Veterinarian, Beaverton
Dr. Marcia Fulton, Veterinarian, Salem
Dr. Eric Glaze, Veterinarian, Albany
Dr. Sharon Grayzel, Veterinarian, Portland
Dr. Mary Herrera, Veterinarian, Sutherlin
Reagan Jagosh, Veterinary Student, Corvallis
Cassandra Jenkins, Veterinary Technician, Eugene
Dr. Nancy Johnson, Veterinarian, Eugene
Dr. Ingrid Kessler, Veterinarian, Eugene
Dr. Lisa Last, Veterinarian, Eugene
Sierra Lepiane, Veterinary Student, Milton-Freewater
Dolores, Matthys, Veterinary Technician, Gearhart
Dr. Patti Mayfield, Veterinarian, Bend
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Dr. Louise Mesher, Veterinarian, Lake Oswego
Tuesday Neuman, Veterinary Technician, Redmond
Beth Palmer, Veterinary Technician, Terrebonne
Gwendy Reyes-llig, Veterinarian, Milwaukie
Heaven Rodrigues, Veterinary Technician, Bend
Dr. Giovanna Rosenlicht, Veterinarian, Corvallis
Dr. Cydria Schaefer, Veterinarian, Beaverton

Dr. Gwen Schneider, Veterinarian, Terrebonne

Dr. Patricia Shea, Veterinarian, Eugene

Dr. Ellie Shelburne, Veterinarian, Clackamas
Shauna Sherick, Veterinarian Technician, Newberg
Hannah Walker, Veterinary Student, Corvallis
Brooke Weinstein, Veterinary Student, Corvallis
Rachel Wells, Veterinary Technician, Portland
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December 7, 2022

Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Salem, OR 97302

Re: Support Coalition Petition to Prohibit Coyote Killing Contests
Dear Chair Mary Wahl and Commissioners:

As state lawmakers who value all of Oregon’s wildlife, we are writing in support of the wildlife petition
before your agency to prohibit coyote killing contests in Oregon.

Oregon’s wildlife is managed for the enjoyment and benefit of all its citizens, both present and future.
Thus, we can all appreciate Oregon’s strong hunting tradition without supporting practices that waste
wildlife. Coyote killing contests violate the spirit and tenets of responsible stewardship,
sportsmanship, and respect for the public’s wildlife.

More than 1,000 coyotes have been killed in these contests in Oregon over the last four years, and
more than 10 such contests have been held in Oregon during this time. These contests offer cash
prizes and/or guns for the winner who kills the most, the largest, or the smallest coyotes over one or
two days.

Coyote killing contests are also not supported by modern, science-based wildlife management
principles. Numerous research studies, including those recently cited in Oregon Small Farm News, an
extension of Oregon State University, underscore that the indiscriminate, mass killing of coyotes is
not an effective means of reducing conflicts with livestock or pets, or increasing numbers of game
species.

Contests that incentivize the indiscriminate killing of large numbers of animals are deeply at odds
with the conservation values of Oregonians, in both urban and rural areas. In fact, a recent poll by the
Remington Research Group underscores those values with a strong majority of Oregonians across all
five Congressional districts supporting legislation to ban coyote killing contests.

Oregon’s wildlife belongs to all its citizens, and to allow wanton waste of a wildlife species as part of a
contest is an abdication of the state’s responsibility to protect the public’s wildlife. To that end, we
encourage you to approve the wildlife petition to ban coyote killing contests in Oregon. This is an
issue that aligns well within the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission’s mission to protect and
conserve the state’s wildlife for present and future generations.

Thank you for your service and dedication to Oregon’s wildlife and for your consideration of this
important issue.

Sincerely,



Senator Sara Gelser Blouin, SD 8
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December 15, 2022

Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Salem, OR 97302

Re: Scientific justifications in support of Coalition Petition to Prohibit Coyote Killing Contests
Dear Chair Mary Wahl and Commissioners:

The undersigned scientists of Oregon respectfully urge the Commission to end coyote killing contests. It is well-
established, based on the best available scientific evidence, that coyote killing contests do not achieve any
legitimate wildlife management objective. Instead, they are held for the sole purpose of killing coyotes for the
chance at cash and prizes. Prohibiting these ecologically harmful events will instill confidence in the public that the
Commission makes wildlife management decisions based on sound science.

.  COYOTE KILLING CONTESTS ARE NOT AN EFFECTIVE TOOL TO MANAGE WILDLIFE
POPULATIONS

indiscriminate killing of coyotes in the form of killing contests will not effectively manage their populations. Ironically,
killing coyotes, even in large numbers, can increase their populations in the long term. While lethal control
temporarily reduces coyote pack size, coyotes respond to this reduction by rebounding to—or even exceeding—the
original number of territories that contain the breeding pair.! Food, habitat and territorial defense by resident family
groups limit coyote populations when coyotes are left alone. In a typical coyote pack, only the dominant pair
reproduces, which suppresses reproduction among subordinate members of the pack. But when a member of the
alpha pair is killed, these breeders are quickly replaced by subordinate pack members or a loner coyote from
outside the pack and then mating proceeds.2 Roughly 90 percent of breeding adults are replaced within one year.
Furthermore, the temporary reduction in pack size results in reduced competition for food among the pack
(meaning there is more food available for each pack member). This results in increased litter survival—more pups
surviving to aduithood—because there is now more food available in the territory and fewer pups die from
starvation. While normally about 2 pups out of a litter size of 6 would survive to maturity, in exploited coyote packs
about 4 or 5 pups out of 6 will survive. This increase in pup survival and combined with the rapid replacement of
breeders increases recruitment which allows the coyote population to bounce back to pre-exploitation levels within
one year.3 These factors can ultimately increase coyote numbers following exploitation events like killing contests
and can result in increased predation on domestic livestock and game populations.

.  COYOTE KILLING CONTESTS CAN INCREASE CONFLICTS WITH PETS AND LIVESTOCK

Because indiscriminate killing of coyotes disrupts their pack structure, killing contests can increase wildlife conflicts.
An article in Oregon Small Farm News points to USDA studies showing that “for many types of predators, there is a
paradoxical relationship between the number of predators removed and the number of livestock killed” and that as
more predators were removed, more livestock were killed."* As explained in Section |, disordered coyote families
tend to have more pups surviving to adulthood—exploited packs may have double or triple the number of pups
compared to unexploited packs. To feed these hungry pups, coyotes may switch from killing smaller prey such as
rodents and rabbits to killing larger prey such as sheep.? Killing contests also do not target specific animals that are
causing problems for farmers and ranchers.

lil. COYOTE KILLING CONTESTS WILL NOT BOOST BIG GAME, GAME BIRD, OR SMALL GAME
SPECIES

Science does not support claims that killing coyotes will increase populations of game species for hunters. With
regard to deer, the key to their growth and survival is ensuring sufficient nutrition and the protection of breeding
females.b Many state commissions and agencies, including those in lllinois, Louisiana, Missouri, New York, North
Carolina, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Vermont, West Virginia, and Wyoming, have concluded that reducing
predator numbers will not enhance populations of ungulates, small game animals, and game birds.” Studies have
shown that coyotes can increase survivorship of game bird species like ducks & and quail® because they help
control smaller carnivores like raccoons and skunks that are more likely to prey on nests, and can lessen the effect
of those carnivores on other bird species.°



IV.  COYOTE KILLING CONTESTS REMOVE ANIMALS WHO PROVIDE FREE, ECOLOGICAL SERVICES

Mass removal of vital coyotes from the environment strips us of the benefits these animals provide to both urban
and rural communities. Coyotes control rodent and rabbit populations, which in turn helps keep cities clean,
protects crops and reduces the transmission of zoonotic diseases such as Lyme disease and hantavirus.!! Coyotes
also consume animal carcasses, remove sick animals from the gene pool, disperse seeds, indirectly boost plant
and wildlife biodiversity, and protect ground-nesting birds.12

For these reasons, we strongly support the Coalition Petition to Prohibit Coyote Killing Contests in the
state of Oregon.

Sincerely,

Robert Crabtree, PhD
Co-Founder & Chief Scientist
Yellowstone Ecological Research Center

Sheanna Steingass, PhD, M.S.

Courtesy Professor, OSU Dept. Of Fisheries, Wildlife and Conservation Science
Affiliate Professor, OSU Marine Mammal Institute

Affiliate Professor, OSU Comparative Health Sciences

Robert Wielgus, PhD, M.S.

Professor of Wildlife Ecology (retired)

Director of the Large Carnivore Conservation Lab (retired)
Washington State University

Randy Comeleo, M.S.

Ecologist

Affiliate Professor, OSU Comparative Health Sciences
Corvallis, OR

Amy Stuart
Fish & Wildlife Biologist (retired)
Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Ted Chu

Wildlife Biologist

ldaho Dept. of Fish & Game (retired)
Nehalem, OR

Michael Gerdes
Wildlife Biologist (retired)
U.S. Forest Service

Michelle McSwain, M.S.
Hdyrologist (retired)

Bureau of Land Management
U.S. Forest Service
Prineville, OR
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Sept 10, 2023

Chair Mary Wahl

Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission
4034 SE Industrial Drive

Salem, OR, 97302

RE: SUPPORT for Rule to Prohibit Coyote Killing Contests in Oregon

I will comment strictly on the science of coyote killing contests to reduce livestock and deer
predation. Contrary to statements made by some non-scientists, the use of coyote killing contests for
predator control in Oregon is ineffective for reducing predation on livestock and game species. The
scientific evidence is unequivocal.

I quote from Oregon Small Farm News, Spring 2018, Using Coyotes to Protect Livestock,
Oregon State University Extension Service. “Surprisingly, these researchers found that as more
predators are killed, more livestock are killed”. “killing coyotes is kind of like mowing the lawn, it
stimulates vigorous new growth” via increased reproduction and immigration.” “well behaved coyotes
can actually prevent livestock losses by defending a territory that may include sheep”.

John Shivik, USDA Wildlife Services Scientist, the nation’s preeminent researcher on coyote
control reported that non-lethal control is much more effective than killing coyotes (Shivik J.A., A
Treves, P. Callahan. 2003 Non-lethal techniques for managing predation: primary and secondary
repellents. Conservation Biology, 17:1531-37. In his book: The predator paradox, ending the war with
wolves, bears, cougars, and coyotes, 2014, Beacon Press, Shivik states “the cost of broad predator
control did not provide a return on investment in the form of more deer. No actual increase in deer
populations occurs”. “Coyote control preferentially removed the “good” coyotes, and left the repeat
offenders” in livestock depredations. Basically, killing resident coyotes simply results in an influx of
even more new coyotes - to quickly take their place, and the new predators are often more likely to prey
on livestock.

Ekland et al. 2017 reviewed the scientific literature from 1990 to 2016. I quote “unselective
predator removal may reduce livestock losses UNLESS the removed individuals are instantly replaced
or represent part of the population that does not kill livestock. In this case predator removal may be
completely inefficient”. A. Ekland. J.V. Lopez-Bao. 2017. Limited evidence on effectiveness of
interventions to reduce livestock predation by large carnivores. Scientific Reports 7, Article number
2097.

Megan Draheim said in Scientific American May 2017. “why would predation increase after
predators are killed? When pack animals such as coyotes are killed, the social structure breaks down.
Packs protect territories, so breaking up a pack allows new animals to come in”.

Kilgo et al. 2017. said both “immigration and reproduction increase after killing- rendering lethal
control ineffective”. Reproductive characteristics of a coyote population before and during exploitation.
Journal of Wildlife Management, 2017, 81(8): 1386-1393.




In summary, the vast majority of scientific studies have concluded that mass killing of coyotes,
such as in killing contests, are not effective in reducing predation on either livestock or game animals.

Dr. Wielgus is a former (retired) Professor of Wildlife Ecology and Director of the Large
Carnivore Conservation Lab at Washington State University. He obtained his Ph.D. at the University of
British Columbia, MS at University of Idaho, and BS at Brandon University.

He has studied the effects of killing large predators on conflicts with humans, prey, and
livestock for over 40 years. He has published over 35 peer reviewed scientific papers on predator/human
interactions and is an internationally recognized expert in his field.
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Jamie St Mark <gottagit@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 7:.07 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: I support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from gottagit@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...

Sent from my iPhone



BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Jamie St Mark <gottagit@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 7:07 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: I support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from gottagit@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification |

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...

Sent from my iPhone



BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Kirk & Becky Stock <beckyandkirk@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 7:03 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: I support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from beckyandkirk@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon.

| had an old time rancher friend who grew alfalfa. He said without coyotes he's over run with
rabbits. He worked the land and this example of the balance of nature is one | will never
forget.

Remember Malhuer - public lands are everyone's land, and Oregon's wildlife belongs to all its
citizens. We cannot allow a small group of individuals to engage in such contests undermines
the state's duty to protect these resources for the benefit of all Oregonians.

Please stop these cruel and irresponsible killing contests.
Becky Stock

1250 SW Wheeler Place

Bend, OR 97702

775-848-7095












BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Gary Ligi <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 11:44 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: Please Adopt Proposed Regulations of Wildlife Killing Contests

OR Fish & Wildlife Commission,

| strongly support the proposed rule ending wildlife killing contests on public lands in Oregon

and strictly regulating them on private lands.

Please adopt the wildlife killing contest rule at your September meeting.

Thank you.

Gary Ligi
garyligi@mac.com
45986 NW Hartwick Rd.
Banks, Oregon 97106



















BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Sandy Barnette <sandy.barnette@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 10:21 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: I support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from sandy.barnette@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...I am totally against
killing for sport!!!

Sent from my iPhone







BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Eleanor Murphey <emurphey@bendcable.com>
Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 10:11 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: I support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from emurphey@bendcable.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...Killing Contests are a
cruel , disgusting, thuggish practice by people who have no respect for our natural
environment. These animals deserve our protection not our condemnation. | live in Deschutes
County and in the last 20 years | have seen a decline in Coyotes and the increase in the rodent
population. They have a good job to do, so let us help them do it. We need proper wildlife
management not this foul slaughter of these creatures. Perhaps we need to start controlling
the population of our own species. We are pushing these animals out of there natural habitats
as we spread ourselves like concrete swamps, and then kill the animals we displace because
they don't fit. Are we Human or Inhuman, that is the question. Do the right thing and ban
killing contests.

E. Murphey
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Becky Merchant <beckymerchant@bendbroadband.com>
Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 9:52 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: [ support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from beckymerchant@bendbroadband.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderidentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why... the idea of coyotes
being orphaned by a bunch of people only interested in the sport in the money is appalling to
me.

I support all of the reasons stated on your poster. Sincerely, Becky Merchant, Tyler Merchant,

and Mitch Merchant.

Sent from my iPhone
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: michelendickson@yahoo.com

Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 8:42 AM
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: Ban coyote killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from michelendickson@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Yes! Coyote killing contests on public lands are an abomination. We need to be protecting
wildlife and our natural ecosystem over economic interests and certain peoples idea of

“sport”. Ban coyote killing contests.

— michele dickson
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lisa Webb <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Monday, September 11, 2023 11:54 AM
ODFW Commission * ODFW

Please, Ban Senseless Killing Contests

OR Fish & Wildlife Commission,

Hello, | am writing to you as not only a citizen of Oregon, but as a lover of fishing, hunting,
foraging, and farming. Ever since | was little | have held the deepest love and respect for the
outdoors, our Mother Earth, and all the creatures that live here, including us humans. There is
no reason at all for there to be killing contests, especially not for apex predators. | want to tell
you a story, about the state | grew up in. | have been an Oregonian for ten years, but | grew
up in Maryland. In Maryland, my ancestors exterminated the wolves. The result was not a
more balanced ecosystem, the result is that the populations of white-tailed deer have
exploded to an unmanageable, unfathomable number in the past 300 years. There are open
seasons all year long sometimes, and it's still not enough. Everyone in Maryland has a close
family member that has hit a deer with their car, and that's no small deal. It can be deadly to
humans in the car. In fact, once, | was hit by a deer that jum ped into the side of my car on the
highway. Literally. | didn't hit her, she crammed into the side of my vehicle. These are the
things that happen when humans unnecessarily exterminate large animals that are keystone

species in our environments. Wolves are absolutely keystone species.

We are the younger brothers of Creation, and we need to use our gift of knowledge and free
will to protect our ecosystem. We need to learn from the wolves and the foxes and the fish, we
depend on them for our survival. Ranchers need to be educated in wolf management plans
that do not harm the wolves. Pet owners need to be educated on how to safeguard their
beloved companions. | am a dog mom and cat mom, | love my babies, AND | have no fear of

them being taken by coyotes or wolves because | keep them safe.

We are able to live in harmony with apex predators. We should be following indigenous
knowledge, the Tribes of the Northwest have so much knowledge that they are willing to share
if we only give them back the autonomy to manage the land they've been living on for the past

40,000 years. Please, ban these contests.



Lisa Webb
l.webb56@gmail.com
1510 NE 68th Ave
Portland, Oregon 97213






BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Jan Maddron <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: : Monday, September 11, 2023 2:21 PM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: Please Adopt Proposed Regulations of Wildlife Killing Contests

OR Fish & Wildlife Commission,
Please vote to ban animal-killing contests in Oregon.
Thank you.

Jan Maddron
janmaddron@gmail.com
63670 Martin Rd,9

Coos Bay, Oregon 97420















BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Donna Johnson <donnaraej@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 1:54 PM
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: Coyote killing opposition

[You don't often get email from donnaraej@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Commissioners,

Please vote against these animal killing contests. OR is the land of respect for nature as is. We
don’t need type of regulation affecting our lives and the environment.

Thank you so much!

Donna Rae Johnson

Bend

Sent from my iPhone






BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Linda Jean DeMartini <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Monday, September 11, 2023 1:16 PM

ODFW Commission * ODFW

Please Stop Cruel Coyote Killing Contests.

OR Fish & Wildlife Commission,

| strongly support the proposed rule ending wildlife killing contests on public lands in Oregon
and restricting them on private lands (aka the “Derby Prohibition for Taking Unprotected
Mammals”) rule. Oregon's wildlife belongs to all the state’s people. Wildiife killing contests are
a violation of the state’s solemn duty to protect wildlife for the benefit of all Oregonians. A
2019 poll by the respected, bipartisan Remington Research Group found that a strong
majority of Oregonians, in all of the state’s congressional districts, support public policy to ban

wildlife killing contests.

Wildlife killing contests are cruel and undermine responsible sportsmanship, good
stewardship, and respect for Oregon’s wildlife. Wildlife killing contests are motivated by
financial rewards rather than sound science. They are grossly out of step with the principle of
fair chase, modern, science-based wildlife management, and Oregon’s conservation centered
values. Thank you for directing staff to draft these rules. It is past time that Oregon joined the
other states, including our neighbors in California and Washington, that have already banned
cruel wildlife killing contests. | am appalled and frankly embarrassed that Oregon has not done

so earlier.
I'm asking you to please adopt the wildlife killing contest rule at your September meeting.
Thank you for your consideration.

Linda Jean DeMartini
rainbowabu@gmail.com
50350 Cowen Rd., Slip 15
SCAPPOOSE, Oregon 97056


















5. National Precedent: Eight states, including several in the western United
States, have already banned wildlife killing contests through their state
wildlife commissions.

6. Ethical Concerns: These contests are driven by financial incentives and
contradict principles of fair chase, modern science-based wildlife
management, and Oregon’s values of conservation.

7. Cruelty and Irresponsibility: Wildlife killing contests are cruel and
undermine responsible sportsmanship, good stewardship, and respect for
our public wildlife.









BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Karon Johnson <karonjguam@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 10, 2023 7:52 PM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: | support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from karonjguam@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. In this day and age, it’s astonishing to
me that anyone would support the mass killing of predators which excel in catching rodents.
Leave the coyotes alone! No mass killing!

Karon Johnson
61250 King Solomon Lane
Bend, OR 97702









BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Stephanie Farac <sfarac13@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 10, 2023 5:44 PM
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: Ban wildlife killing contests

[You don't often get email from sfarac13@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Hello,

| am very saddened and ashamed that wildlife killing contests are still legal in our state. | ask
you to please ban this practice. These contests are not ethical and un-sportsmanlike. They only
serve the purpose of allowing a few individuals to kill for fun. This damages the ecosystem for
all of us!! We can’t enjoy a healthy ecosystem. The carcasses as a result of the contest are
thrown in the trash. We are better than this. Wildlife deserves better. This barbaric practice
needs to be banned! Thank you!

Stephanie Farac

11




































BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: DON Kliewer <donkliewer@msn.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 10, 2023 10:44 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: I support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from donkliewer@msn.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,
| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. It is unethical and does not follow my

teachings as a hunter.
| live in the country and appreciate all the wildlife around my house.

Sent from my iPhone
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Pamela Lindsey <pamron625@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 10, 2023 10:16 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: I support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from pamron625@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderlidentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...coyotes (all of our
wildlife) have rights to LIVE! they have the right to thrive in a healthy environment, not one
that is only for humans or humans using them for sport when they have no say in the
competition. when i read this article about killing contests, i was deeply saddened, asiam
more so every day of the behavior of humans. please stop this terrible and unnecessary
treatment of coyotes (all wildlife for that matter). they need the voices of people who truly
care about the natural world....humans don't OWN it to do whatever they please...it should be
treated with appreciation and respect.

thank you for reading this.

sincerely, pam lindsey

"In all things of nature there is something of the marvelous”
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Carol Wilt Spears <caroljspears@comcast.net>
Sent: Sunday, September 10, 2023 8:56 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: I support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from caroljspears@comcast.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,
| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...
Killing derbies are indicative of the human condition. When other humans are inconvenient

will we hold human killing derbies? There are other ways to compassionately try to balance
hature, which man is the major component of unbalancing it.

Sent from my iPhone
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Laura Carr <Icarr333@live.com>

Sent: Sunday, September 10, 2023 8:43 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: f support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from Icarr333@live.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Life is life and death is death. Just as
pagens of old sacrificed their children on the burning altar of the god Molleck, modern
Oregonians are sacrificing their coyotes on the altar of death for no other reason than the joy
of killing for a prize. This is simply barbaric behavior that has no place in the 21st century. If
people want to win a shooting prize, let them shoot at non-living targets. Have we not yet
learned the lesson that every living thing has its place in the ecosystem? Let us not tamper
with the web of life our creator has established. We do so only at our own peril. All life is to be
appreciated and celebrated. To do less is to denigrate our own souls. You have the opportunity
to act humanely and to vote for justice for our planet. Please don’t blow that opportunity to
preserve our coyote population.

Sent from my iPhone
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: P J Layton <feenixthecat1@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 10, 2023 3:49 AM
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: Please ban coyote killing contests

[You don't often get email from feenixthecatl@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Hello,

| am writing to you to urge you to ban the abhorrent and frankly sadistic coyote killing
contests.

Other states and municipalities have taken a hard look at this issue and made the right choice
to stop it from going on. The argument that it is necessary to maintain populations at a certain
level has been proven to be false. It appears that under intense hunting pressure coyotes just
make more coyotes to compensate.

Wanton killing of wildlife is wrong as it stems from a cruel and abusive attitude toward a
resource that we as Oregonians are supposed to be able to all enjoy. Banning these contests;
recent efforts to eliminate poaching; building of safe highway crossings are examples of a way
forward that respects the right of other creatures to exist on the land.

Thank you for your time and efforts.

Sincerely,
Patrick Layton
Shedd,Or.

feenixthecatl@gmail.com

Thanks for reading.
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Ron Rock <faduhman@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, September 10, 2023 3:44 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: | support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from faduhman@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,
| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...because we have to do
better. Flagrant disregard of life on any level shows a gross misunderstanding of life on all

levels. We rationalize our way to justifying this type of activity and rely on shortsighted views
of the past to sanction this atrocity.

Sent from my iPhone
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Mike Flaningam <mikeflanny@hotmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 10:05 PM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: Coyote killing contests

[You don't often get email from mikeflanny@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

ODFW,

I’'m writing in strong opposition to coyote killing contests | recognize the point of view of
ranchers affected by coyotes, but | am horrified by reports that there are organized events
that promote, celebrate, and even reward with prizes the killing of coyotes.

| feel so fortunate to have moved to Oregon several years ago, for many reasons, but as much
as any is this region’s strong ties to Indigenous people and culture. This culture recognizes that
we share our world with many other living creatures, and that no one being, including
humans, is more important than the others. Also, Indigenous people strive to live in balance
with other creatures, even the ones they hunt. When they kill an animal, they honor it by
giving thanks for what it provides and offer a gift back to nature in order to keep a balance in
the world.

These contests are an inhumane contrast to the Indigenous culture that is so ingrained in our
region. If in ODFW’s wisdom it is felt that it’s ok for people to kill coyotes - or any creature - |
ask that you honor the culture of the people who lived here for thousands of years prior to
colonization and at least ensure that the killings are done with respect. | hope that ODFW has
Indigenous members and if not, is consulting Tribal members on their opinions on this matter.
Thanks for giving consideration to the opinions of me and fellow Oregonians.

Dr. Mike Flaningam

Sent from my iPhone
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Lindsay Virk <lindsay.renee1978@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 8:46 PM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: I support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from lindsay.renee1978@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,
| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...

Lindsay Virk
Sent from my iPhone
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5. National Precedent: Eight states, including several in the western United
States, have already banned wildlife killing contests through their state
wildlife commissions.

6. Ethical Concerns: These contests are driven by financial incentives and
contradict principles of fair chase, modern science-based wildlife
management, and Oregon’s values of conservation.

7. Cruelty and Irresponsibility: Wildlife killing contests are cruel and
undermine responsible sportsmanship, good stewardship, and respect for
our public wildlife.










BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Karon Johnson <karonjguam@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 10, 2023 7:52 PM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: | support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from karonjguam@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. In this day and age, it’s astonishing to
me that anyone would support the mass killing of predators which excel in catching rodents.
Leave the coyotes alone! No mass killing!

Karon Johnson
61250 King Solomon Lane
Bend, OR 97702









BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Bob Fulton <notluf10@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 8:53 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: I support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from notlufl0@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why... This is simply a leftover,
hideous killing for its own sake — nothing at all sporting about and lacking in any real
necessity.

Robert A. (Bob) Fulton.


















BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Charles Ciecko <cciecko51@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 8:27 AM
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: Wildlife Killing Contests

[You don't often get email from cciecko51@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Please add my voice to the many I’'m sure you’ve already heard from. Please BAN wildlife
killing contests. |

Thank you,

Charlie Ciecko

3630 SE Hosner Ter.

Gresham, Or 97080



BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Madalene Anderson <madaleneclaire@icloud.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 8:22 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: Killing derbys

[You don't often get email from madaleneclaire@icloud.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

| am requesting that you consider doing what you can to eliminate these events.
Thank you












I kindly request that you move to follow Arizona, California, Colorado, Maryland, Massachusetts, New
Mexico, Vermont and Washington which have all made the progressive choice to outlaw killing
contests for coyotes, foxes, bobcats and other species, and several other states are considering
similar action. There is simply no place for wildlife killing contests in modern society.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Smith
Bend, OR RESIDENT since 2008
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: daigerj@gmail.com

Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 7:03 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: f support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from daigerj@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. We are stewards of our land in
central Oregon. The land means everything that lives from and on it. To have contents for
killing is the exact opposite of our stewardship goals. Coyotes are vital parts of the ecosystem
in Oregon, they control smaller animal populations and without them those would go out of
control. We need to ban these contests immediately.

Sincerely

Jess daiger

Sent from my iPhone
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Doug <dab830@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 6:24 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: | support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from dab830@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...

Doug
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Kath Fuller <kath.fuller3@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 8:04 PM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: [ support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from kath.fuller3@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon.

This kind of inhumane slaughter of publicly owned wildlife has no place in Oregon. No wildlife
should ever be killed unless it is terribly injured, sick or is needed for food and then taken only
with gratitude and respect. These animals are killed just for a prize. They are not providing
food, clothing, shelter or any other need of the “hunters” that take them. Their bodies are
piled up just to be “thrown away.” Sorry, but that is totally unethical and sick.

Please manage wildlife populations responsibly.

Katherine Fuller
Newport, Oregon









BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Joy McBride <jemcbride@bendbroadband.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 5:55 PM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: | support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from jemcbride@bendbroadband.com. Learn why this is important
at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. As a lover of wildlife in its many
forms, the wholesale slaughter of coyotes in the name of some perversion of the idea of a
“contest” sickens and repulses me.

To borrow from Sally Compton’s insightful comments published in today’s Bend Bulletin:

- Lifelong hunters recognize that these so-called contests are inconsistent with centuries-long
standards of respectable hunting practices;

- Serious ethical questions arise from the manner in which these animals are killed;

- These killings serve no ecological purpose and in fact result in orphaned young and abrupt
changes in the balance of local habitats.

| urge you to vote to prohibit these senseless, harmful killings.
Thank you,
Joy McBride

60605 Golf Village Loop
Bend, OR. 97702

Sent from my iPhdne



BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: James Herndon <jdherndon19@icloud.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 5:41 PM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: I support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from jdherndon19@icloud.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderidentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why... killing for game is taking
a life for no reason. People act like we’re more important due to humans having a conscious
that speaks. But all lives are equally as important. If aliens went around killing humans for a
game because we’re “lesser” I'm sure we wouldn’t think it’s humane in the slightest. This kind
of thing is disgusting and it spreads cluelessness about what lives are. Lives are energy. Those
coyotes feel pain, they feel fear. Just because they can’t speak doesn’t mean they’re any lesser
than us. When in reality they play a more crucial part to the ecosystem than 99% of all
humans.

Sent from my iPhone



BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: June Stephens <junebirdart@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 5:19 PM
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: Coyote and Wildlife Killing Contests

Dear Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife,

I am asking you to develop administrative rules to ban all wildlife killing contests/derbies to the fullest extent of the law.

Allowing a group of individuals who enjoy killing Oregon's wildlife for "fun and prizes" is cruel and inhumane.

Oregon is renowned for its wildlife and for the State to allow such wanton killing of wildlife is against what we
Oregonians stand for! Whether it be coyote or wolves these animals deserve to live without being harrassed, injured,
maimed, and needlessly slaughtered,

Science does NOT support indiscriminate, largescale, mass killing of coyotes as an effective means of reducing coyote
populations, minimizing conflicts with pets or livestock, or increasing numbers of game species. It is well established that
such indiscriminate killing will result in an increase in coyote numbers due to the disruption of stable family packs, thus
increasing their rate of reproduction.

Eight States: Washington, New Mexico, Arizona, California, Colorado, Maryland, Vermont, and Massachusetts have
banned wildlife killing contests, primarily through their State Wildlife Commissions.These States have set ethical
examples that Oregon can and should follow:

« Wildlife killing contests are a violation of the State’s duty to protect wildlife for the benefit of all
Oregonians. With the current growth and development occurring in Oregon, resulting in loss of
habitat for our wildlife, educating the public how to live alongside urban wildlife should be a
priority. This could easily be achieved through publicity in creating "Respect for
Wildlife" awareness and appreciation programs within our numerous parks, community centers,
and schools.

» Wildlife killing contests are motivated by financial rewards and are grossly out of step with the
principle of fair chase, modern, science-based wildlife management, and Oregon’s conservation
centered values.

« Wildlife killing contests are cruel, inhumane, and undermine responsible sportsmanship, good
stewardship, and respect for the public’s wildlife. Furthermore, they set a bad precedent for
future generations.

Thank you for your continued support and commitment to permanently ban cruel and inhumane coyote and other
wildlife killing contests within the State of Oregon.

Respectfully submitted,

June Stephens
Beaverton, Oregon


















and fictional "climate crisis", "global warming", "animal cruelty” all driven by monstrous corporations,
bankers, and oligarchs in big ag, big pharma, big chem, big processors all intent on monopolizing the
means of production to impose their "Great Reset", "Agenda's 2010, 2020, 2030 et al.

The WEF's members stranglehold has governments across the globe enacting climate, energy,
water, agriculture, range, forest, fishing and food processing edicts and laws that are not in their
"constituents" (subjects) best interests, but are intentionally and pointedly harmful to them in manifold
ways. Their goal is diminished health, longevity, fertility and independence of their subjects.

Given the array of assaults on independent producers of farm, forage and animals is it too much to
ask for common sense predator control to at least give nature and natural processes a fighting
chance with our help?

Robert Williams
3903 Reed Rd
Vale OR, 97918
541-473-2880
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Thank you for your attention to this pressing matter.
Sincerely,

Amber Israelsen
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Valerie Fercho-Tillery <quilt_snob@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 4:22 PM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: I support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from quilt_snob@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,
| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...

We are supposedly a civilized society. What civilized society shoots and kills animals for fun,
and worse yet, for prizes? This is a disgusting practice and should be stopped.

| viewed the photos of the massacred coyotes and it sickened me, but mostly saddened me.
Who can do that to these beautiful animals? Please stop this barbaric practice and bring
Oregon into the civilized society category.

Thank you for your consideration.

Valerie Fercho-Tillery
Sisters, OR

16



BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Katy Williams <katywilliams11@hotmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 4:20 PM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: Coyote Contests

[You don't often get email from katywilliams11@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Stop trying to control every aspect of our lives.
You literally recently post about the mule deer decline, yet promote and protect wolves,
cougars, etc and now want to try and take away events that actually help keep the predator

population down to local farmers and fawns.

Let people make their own decisions. If you don’t want to participate, don’t participate, simple
as that.

Katy Steinbrecher

Sent from my iPhone
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Robyn <robynleah@bendcable.com>

Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 3:22 PM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: I support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from robynleah@bendcable.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

I support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Wildlife killing contests are cruel and
undermine responsible sportsmanship, good stewardship of the land and respect for our
public wildlife. We need predators on our land to balance Nature.

Please, stop this inhumanity.

Native Oregonian,

Robyn Tatom

Sent from my iPad
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BORISCH Roxann B * OD_FW

From: Mark Dierbeck <mldierbeck@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 3:05 PM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: | support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

You don't often get email from midierbeck@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

4

bear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. It seems wrong to make hunting/shooting of an animal into a
competitive sport. Often these species are filling in a beneficial role in our environment such as controlling rodents.

Thanks,
Mark Dierbeck
Bend, OR




BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

“

From: artscraft <artscraft@protonmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 2:41 PM
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW
Subject: Stop Wildlife Killing Derbies

i

| You don't often get email from artscraft@protonmail.com. Learn why this is important

Please ban wildlife killing derbies.There are plenty of places to hunt & contests for money on public lands should not be
allowed. At this time when wildlife is under so much pressure from shrinking habitat, global warming, .... This is a
particularly disgusting thing to allow. Please put an end to it

Brenda Bradt

Sent from Proton Mail for iOS



:
|
|
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Jen Nitz <grizzalo@hotmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 2:32 PM
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW
Subject: Wildlife Killing Contests

You don't often get email from grizzalo@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important

Wildlife killing contest are counter-productive to science-based wildlife management principles, offering cash
prizes and/or guns for the winner who kills the most, the largest, or the smallest animals over one or two days.
Participants lure coyotes and other wildlife in for an easy kill using high-tech electronic calling devices that
mimic the sounds of prey or pups in distress. Oregon's wildlife is held and managed for the benefit and
enjoyment of all Oregonians. Allowing a small group of individuals to engage in wanton waste of a wildlife
species as part of a contest is an abdication of the state’s duty to protect the public’s wildlife.

A 2019 poll by the Remington Research Group found that a strong majority of Oregonians, in all of the state’s
congressional districts support public policy to ban wildlife killing contests. Science does not support the
indiscriminate killing of coyotes as an effective means of reducing coyote populations, minimizing conflicts
with pets or livestock, or increasing the number of game species. It can lead to an increase in the coyote
population by disrupting stable family packs and increasing their reproduction rate.

Eight states, including five in the west; Washington, New Mexico, Arizona, California, Colorado, Maryland,
Vermont, and Massachusetts have banned wildlife killing contests, primarily through their state wildlife
commissions. Wildlife killing contests violate the state’s solemn duty to protect wildlife for the benefit of all
Oregonians, and are motivated by financial rewards and are grossly out of step with the principle of fair chase,
modern, science-based wildlife management, and Oregon’s conservation-minded values.

wildlife killing contests are cruel and undermine responsible sportsmanship, good stewardship, and respect
for the public’s wildlife. Reject all wildlife killing contests under all circumstances.

Sincerely,

Jennifer



BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

- 0
From: tyler.kujala86@gmail.com
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 2:23 PM
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW
Subject: Ban Wildlife Killing Derbies

[You don't often get email from tyler.kujala86@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderidentification ]

Hello Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Commission,

I am writing to urge you to vote to ban wildlife killing contests on public lands, and to restrict
them to the fullest extent on private lands. These contests are unethical and serve no
beneficial purpose. They promote a negative, harmful view of many species, especially
coyotes, through celebrating and making an event out of killing them.

| believe this runs contrary to ODFW’s duty to protect and preserve the state’s native wildlife
populations. | also believe it goes against the values of many Oregonians, as was seen in a
2019 poll by the Remington Research Group, where a strong majority of Oregon residents
supported a public policy to ban these contests.

Wildlife killing contests serve no positive purpose, they only serve to foster a negative view of
our state’s wildlife, and because of this among many other reasons, | again urge you to vote to

ban them.

Thank you



BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Anne Buckley <aebuckle@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 2:06 PM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Cc: Anne Buckley

Subject: Please Ban Wildlife Killing Derbies in Oregon

You don't often get email from aebuckle@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

i
H

To ODFW -

| urge you to adopt the proposed rule and ban wildlife killing contests or derbies on public lands, with restrictions on
private lands to the fullest extent allowed by law.

wildlife killing contests are cruel and undermine responsible sportsmanship, good stewardship, and respect for the
public’s wildlife. These contests are a violation of the state’s duty to protect wildlife for the benefit of all Oregonians.

wildlife killing contests are motivated by financial rewards and are grossly out of step with the principle of fair chase,
modern, science-based wildlife management, and Oregon’s conservation centered values.isks!

Science does not support indiscriminate, large-scale, mass killing of coyotes as an effective means of reducing coyote

.......

increase in coyote numbers by disrupting stable family packs and increasing their rate of reproduction.stpiskr:

.......

Eight states, including five in the west—Washington, New Mexico, Arizona, California, Colorado—as well as Maryland,

Vermont and Massachusetts have banned wildlife killing contests, primarily through their state wildlife commissions.iske

OFT

Again, | urge you to end these cruel killing contests in Oregon.

Thank you.
Anne Buckley



BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Julie C <jsappeace@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 1:59 PM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: I support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

You don't often get email from jsappeace@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

£
;

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,
I support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why... it's cruel and inhumane.

Julie Carlton



BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: shawn29.92@gmail.com

Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 1:36 PM
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW
Subject: Coyote killing contests

[You don't often get email from shawn29.92@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderidentification ]

While | find the idea on contests distasteful, is there any science that states these animals are
threatened or endangered? Do people enjoy shooting coyotes? Is there a threat to future
generations access to coyotes? Why spend money on trappers when you can have the public
take care of nuisance animals for free. This is a feel-good initiative that is counter to ODFWs
mission statement. Knock off the grandstanding and get to work with habitat enhancement.
Sent from my iPhone



BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Inge Eriks <iseriks@hotmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 1:32 PM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: I'support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

g You don't often get email from iseriks@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important
i

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

I support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why... | believe that wildlife killing contests promote a
terrible waste of precious wildlife resources and run contrary to science-based wildlife management principles in
Oregon. Wildlife belongs to all its citizens and allowing a small group to engage in contests undermines the state's duty
to protect these resources for the benefit of all Oregonians. Additionally, these contests contradict principles of fair
chase, modern science-based wildlife management, and Oregon's values of conservation. In short, they are cruel
irresponsible. Please pass this ban now.

Sincerely,

Inge S. Eriks



BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: jadedemeral@gmail.com

Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 1:07 PM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: I support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from jadedemeral@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...

Sent from my iPhone

E
|
|




BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW
—— —

e ]
From: Beth Melville <bethrmelville@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 12:45 PM
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW
Subject: Cruel and Wasteful Wildlife Killing Contests

b

_ Youdon't often get email from bethrmelville@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

i
Please vote to adopt the proposed rule and ban wildlife killing contests or derbies on public lands, with

restrictions on private lands to the fullest extent allowed by law.

Science does not support indiscriminate, largescale, mass killing of coyotes as an effective means of reducing
coyote populations, minimizing conflicts with pets or livestock, or increasing numbers of game species. It can
even lead to an increase in coyote numbers by disrupting stable family packs and increasing their rate of
reproduction.

Oregon’s wildlife belongs to all its residents and allowing a small group of individuals to engage in wanton
waste of a wildlife species as part of a contest neglects the state’s duty to protect the public's wildlife, which
are held and managed for the benefit and enjoyment of all Oregonians.

10



%

BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Tim Murphy <murpht12@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 12:01 PM
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: End Coyote (And All) Killing Contests Now

You don't often get email from murpht12@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

To whom it may concern,

| am emailing to demand an end to the coyote killing contests in Oregon. It’s a cowardly, inhumane practice that
undermines the ecosystems that depend on coyotes. It's not based in any kind of science. Just in fear. It's a stain on our
state. And it’s your job to remove it.

It's outrageous that our government oversees, and profits from, senseless slaughter of these beautiful animals. The
majority of Oregon residents don’t support it. And it’s the upending the health of already threatened wild places. We
entrust you — and fund you with tax payer dollars — to protect these lands and the animals who live in them. Do your
job.

Do we really need to kill to feel alive? Or can we just coexist with these creatures who were here long before us and
appreciate their beauty? End these contests now. It’s pathetic. It should haunt you.

Sincerely,
Tim Murphy

11




BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW
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From: Skyla L <skylajade22 @yahoo.com>

Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 11:58 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: I support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from skylajade22@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,
| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...
It’s cruel and unethical. Oregon is a place of love. This is abuse! Do better.

-Skyla Lamartine

12



BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Jenifer <jenifersteppat@yahoo.com>

Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 11:44 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: ] support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

!
Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

You don't often get email from jenifersteppat@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...

Wildlife killing contests are cruel and undermine responsible sportsmanship, good stewardship, and
respect for our public wildlife.

Please ban this horrible practice!

Jenifer and Eddie Steppat
Bend Oregon
551 948-6189

Sent from my iPhone

13




BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Allison Murphy <steadyhomefarm@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 11:43 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: I support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from steadyhomefarm@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,
| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...

The wild lives here. We share space with the wild, we shouldn’t attempt to control it Humans
have impacted wild existence in ways we can’t even begin to quantify.

Folks would love to use agriculture as the first example of what wildlife needs to be controlled
and mitigated, but as the manager of a small family farm in Deschutes County raising a variety
of proteins, | can attest that our predation rates have dropped to zero by simply protecting our
livestock better.

We have had animals taken by bobcats, coyotes, and owls; all predation has stopped without
the killing of a single predator because we took the appropriate steps to protect our livestock.
It is possible to live in balance with the wild world. In fact, the nights would feel hollow
without the yips and howls of coyotes and the days shallow without the hawks shadow
swooping overhead.

Killing contests are the epitome of violent waste.
Please vote to ban all killing contests.

Allison Murphy
541-350-8511

{{{ Typed on the phone - please excuse typos and/or brevity. }}}

14



BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: McCullough <mccullough@bendbroadband.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 11:43 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: | support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from mccullough@bendbroadband.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. There is no sport in killing contests.
It’s inhumane and reflects a total disregard for the responsible management of animals in the
state. | can’t fathom any reason that killing contests fall under the category of true wildlife
biology.

Please ban it.

Kindly,

Mike McCullough
Bend

Sent from my iPhone

15



BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Jenifer <jenifersteppat@yahoo.com>

Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 11:38 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: | support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from jenifersteppat@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...

Sent from my iPhone
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llBORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Karen Cheatham <karen_cheatham@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 11:07 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: | support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

You don't often get email from karen_cheatham@yahoo,.com. Learn why this is important

|
]

Bear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why:

First off, it's just gross and inhumane. Wildlife killing contests are cruel and undermine responsible sportsmanship, good
stewardship, and respect for our public wildlife. Oregon's wildlife belongs to all its residents, and allowing a
small group of individuals to engage in such contests undermines the State's duty to protect these
resources for the benefit of all Oregonians.

Moreover, wildlife killing contests run contrary to science-based wildlife management principles. Mass killing
of coyotes as a means of population control has no scientific backing and can disrupt stable family packs,
increase reproduction rates, and potentially lead to more conflicts with livestock.

Please stop the killing contests.

Karen Cheatham
(541) 390-9711

Sent from my mobile
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Lisa Rhodes <lisarhodes020@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 11:06 AM
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: Coyote killing contests

You don't often get email from lisarhodes020@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

The subject of this email is enough said. What kind of a society even says this out loud? Coyote "Killing Contest"
Yay...let's go have a killing contest! WTF? And | live on a large ranch in Oregon so | do understand how nature works.
There are plenty of protector animals to mix in with your herds. People just don't want to be bothered. They would
rather complain and kill. Seriously, does anyone have a thought out there?
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Jefferson Tilley <tilleyjefferson@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 10:56 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: | support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

You don't often get email from tilleyjefferson@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Removing them upsets the balance of nature for no legitimate
benefit to anyone.

Jefferson Tilley
tilleyjefferson@gmail.com
973-723-6330
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

]
From: Margaret Thompson Weaver <margarethompson@mac.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 10:48 AM
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW
Subject: I support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from margarethompson@mac.com. Learn why this is lmportant at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,
| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...

Prey animals are essential for habitat co-regulation, improving the qualities and health of our
wild spaces. | know hunting is a way of life and sport for many, | do not practice this myself but
can respect that it is an important way of life for others. At the end of the day however,
hunting is taking a life, which should be approached with the utmost respect for the life you
are taking and its affect on their immediate family and ecosystem they are apart of. Contest
encourage competition, lust for power, greed to be the best! Do the most! Competitions can
be good, but when concerning another life, competitions can’t be further from the respect
these creatures deserve. The humanity these creature deserve.

| Thank you for your time in considering this.

Peggy Thompson
541-499-2867

Sent from my iPad
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Mitzi Tate <mitzitate73@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 10:47 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: | support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

You don't often get email from mitzitate73@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

lbear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon.

| was appalled by this. | have lived in Oregon since 1993 and had never heard of such a thing! | believe we as humans are
better than this and have moved on from such barbaric practices. Please vote to make this unbelievably horrific practice

end,

Thank you,
Mitzi Tate
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

- -
From: D Beal <dbeal1286@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 10:44 AM
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW
Subject: Comments RE: OR Wildiife Killing Contests

You don't often get email from dbeal1286@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Dear Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife:
Our family is writing to strongly encourage you to please BAN wildlife killing contests statewide.

There is no scientific evidence that indiscriminately killing coyotes reduces their populations, protects livestock or
increases populations of “game” animals. In fact, it can actually have the opposite effect due to the fact that killing
coyotes disrupts their pack structure, which can increase their populations. Preventing conflicts by utilizing humane,
non-lethal solutions is more effective.

In the last four years 1,000+ coyotes have been indiscriminately and brutally killed in killing contests across our state.
The majority of Oregonians support public policy to ban coyote killing contests.

Coyotes targeted by killing contests play an important ecological role in healthy ecosystems. They reduce rabbit and
rodent populations, scavenge animal carcasses and increase biodiversity. These killing contests disregard ecological
health and sound management.

Washington, New Mexico, Arizona, California, Colorado as well as Maryland, Vermont and Massachusetts have banned
wildlife killing contests. Several other states are also considering bans. Americans are increasingly demanding an end to
this barbaric practice. Killing contests damage the reputation of responsible hunters by violating fundamental hunting
ethics. Countless animals are injured or orphaned during killing contests and these events kill non-target species.

From a moral perspective, these contests are a bloodsport for thrills and prizes with no respect for the animal's intrinsic
or ecological value. These contests are senseless violence and waste. People who hunt and eat what they kill, we
respect...killing for the heck of it, that's not hunting.

The issue of Public Trust must not be ignored. Oregon’s wildlife is managed in trust for all Oregonians... not for serving a
small minority. Allowing individuals to wantonly kill wildlife as part of a cruel bloodsport is a grave violation of the state’s
obligations to hold wildlife as a public trust for all its citizens.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration of our comments.

Warmest regards,

The Beals
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Matt Christensen Christensen <MattChristensen8@hotmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 10:28 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: Please ban animal hunting contests

You don't often get email from mattchristensen8@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important

Dear Commissioners,

I am writing to voice my support of a ban on organized hunting contests.

While I understand that hunting has been a part of our cultural heritage for generations, I believe it is
essential to reassess our approach in light of our evolving understanding of wildlife conservation and the
environment. Coyote hunting, particularly in the context of organized contests, raises several issues that
warrant our attention.

First and foremost, coyote populations play a crucial role in maintaining ecological balance. These intelligent
creatures help control rodent populations and contribute to overall ecosystem health. Indiscriminate
hunting, especially during contests that incentivize the killing of as many animals as possible. This practice
causes chaos in the coyote family structure. Cubs are left to fend for themselves, and remaining adults under
stress breed more. It is in effective population control at best, and inhumane animal cruelty at worst,
Furthermore, wildlife hunting contests often encourage unethical and wasteful practices. Participants may
prioritize quantity over quality, leading to a disregard for animal welfare and a lack of respect for these
animals' lives. The needless suffering and loss of life that result from such contests are ethically troubling
and run counter to the principles of responsible hunting and conservation.

Dan Gibbs, hunter and executive director of Colorado Department of Natural Resources, said, "For me,
hunting contests don't sit well. As a sportsman, I'd never participate in one, personally. Hunting is an
important, reverent tradition in Colorado and powerful management tool, but I also think wildlife killing
contests give sportsmen and sportswomen a bad name and damage our reputation.”

Indeed, these contests have contributed already to negative public perceptions of hunting, potentially
harming the reputation of ethical hunters who prioritize conservation and sustainability. It tarnishes the
reputation of hunting as an ethical form of wildlife conservation. Public support for hunting as a tool for
wildlife management will continue to erode as more people witness the excessive and inhumane practices
associated with these contests.

In conclusion, I urge you to consider the ethical, ecological, and social implications of coyote hunting and
wildlife hunting contests. I believe that a ban on these contests would demonstrate our commitment to
responsible wildlife management, conservation, and the ethical treatment of animals.

| I kindly request that you move to ban these contests in Oregon. Arizona, California, Colorado, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Mexico, Vermont and Washington have outlawed killing contests for coyotes, foxes,
bobcats and other species, and several other states are considering similar action. There is simply no place
for wildlife killing contests in modern society.

Thank you,
Matt Christensen

23




BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Ruth Mallen <ruthmallen13@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 10:10 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: | support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from ruthmallen13@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...

Sent from my iPhone
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: joy newhart <joynewhart@hotmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 10:06 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: | support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

You don't often get email from joynewhart@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important

bear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...

| fully support Ms. Compton's words on not allowing killing contests. Please do not let this
continue.

"As Oregonians, we hold values that prioritize the stewardship of our land and wildlife. These
contests are completely contrary to those principles. Lifelong hunters recognize that these killing
contests deviate from centuries-long standards of respectable hunting. The manner in which
animals are killed in these events raises serious ethical questions, as the carcasses are
disposed of carelessly after serving as a mere scorecard to win prizes."

It's important to remember that these animals are not being hunted for any purpose beyond the
competition itself. Nothing is harvested from their bodies; instead, they are piled up like trash to
be carted away.

The repercussions extend beyond the individuals that are killed. Coyotes play a crucial role
within the ecosystems they inhabit by balancing prey species populations. The indiscriminate
killing of hundreds of coyotes for entertainment orphans young and abruptly changes the
balance of local habitats. Instead, we should manage their populations responsibly, just as we
do with other animal species."

Calli Madrone

Bend OR
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EE)_RISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Kate Dworman <katedworman@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 10:02 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: Ban Wildlife Killing Contests

[You don't often get email from katedworman@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Good morning,

As a proud former Lake Oswego resident with family members still living in the state of
Oregon, | am writing to urge you to ban any type of wildlife killing contest that might take
place in the state, and to support the eradication of such killing contests throughout the
Pacific Northwest, as well as in Northern Rockies when given the opportunity. These events
are barbaric, and quite frankly, extremely embarrassing as Americans. The majority of our
country does not support such actions, and it is the influence of small but powerful interest
groups that keep such contests occurring. If you have not done so already, | urge you to watch
a video of how these animals are killed or go online to view photos. They are not difficult to
find on the internet and extremely disturbing.

| appreciate your time and consideration of my request.

Kate Dworman
President Tailwinds Charitable Foundation President RAVEN Fund Member Sierra Club

Sent from my iPhone
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: joshbakj@gmail.com

Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 9:59 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: | support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from joshbakj@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderidentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,
| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. | feel this is senseless and inhumane!

Thank you,
Josh Bak-Jensen
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From: Heather Bak-Jensen <hhbakjensen@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 9:59 AM
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW
Subject: | support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from hhbakjensen@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. | am against the senseless killing of
coyotes and these killing contests.

Sincerely,

Heather Bak-Jensen
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Carey Logsdon <icareypax@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 9:53 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: | support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

You don't often get email from icareypax@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,
| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. | agree with
Sally Compton, when she says:

"As Oregonians, we hold values that prioritize the stewardship of our land and wildlife. These contests
are completely contrary to those principles. Lifelong hunters recognize that these killing contests
deviate from centuries-long standards of respectable hunting. The manner in which animals are killed
in these events raises serious ethical questions, as the carcasses are disposed of carelessly after
serving as a mere scorecard to win prizes."

It's important to remember that these animals are not being hunted for any purpose beyond the
competition itself. Nothing is harvested from their bodies; instead, they are piled up like trash to be
carted away.

The repercussions extend beyond the individuals that are killed. Coyotes play a crucial role within the
ecosystems they inhabit by balancing prey species populations. The indiscriminate killing of hundreds

of coyotes for entertainment orphans young and abruptly changes the balance of local habitats.
Instead, we should manage their populations responsibly, just as we do with other animal species."

Carey Logsdon
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From: goseland@bendbroadband.com <goseland@bendbroadband.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 9:48 AM
To: ODFW Commission * ODFW
Subject: | support killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from goseland@bendbroadband.com. Learn why this is important
at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

Coyotes have grown in number since the early 70's', when | was first introduced to this great
state.

They kill game birds and small game, Rabbits, squirrels etc.

Thy run crazy, like at the Heart Mtn Refuge, and the decimation of the Antelope heard.

We have Cougars in town, and the imported wolves increasing each year.

The big game' is being decimated.
We need some serious predator control, beyond hanging bells on our fences.

Please do not stop the contests.
Thank you.
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BORISCH Roxann B * ODFW

From: Rachel H <rachelheim09@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, September 9, 2023 9:45 AM

To: ODFW Commission * ODFW

Subject: | support a ban on killing contests in Oregon

[You don't often get email from rachelheim09@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,
| support the proposed ban on killing contests in Oregon. Here's why...

The killing contests are unethical, counterproductive for healthy ecosystems, and are on par
with the senseless slaughter of whales you see around the world.

Any time an animal is killed for sport and no part of it is utilized for consumption, you must
take a step back and analyze why such a tradition exists, and if it is worth continuing.

These contests are not in line with the values of so, so many Oregonians, and do not display
proper stewardship of our public wildlife.

| vehemently oppose the existence of these contests, and fully support a ban on them.

Sincerely,
Rachel

Sent from my iPhone
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